



(Chicago, 1926 – Boston, 2016)
Printed	media	noted	that	Hilary	Putnam,	one	of	the	most	influential	Ameri-
can	 philosophers,	 died	 on	 13	 March	 2016.	 His	 publications	 have	 left	 rec-








and	French	Academie des Sciences Politiques et morales.	For	his	work	he	


















































ism	 –	 a	 belief	 that	 between	 the	 language	we	use	 and	 some	 from	 the	mind	
independent	reality	there	exists	a	correspondence	which	is	not	arbitrary,	but	is	
rather	a	kind	of	representation	which	is	objectively	founded.	Putnam	extends	





















mediate	 interaction	 of	 subject	 and	 world.	 That	 is	 what	 in	 the	 philosophy	
became	known	as	semantic externalism.	If	 it	 is	so,	if	utterances	are	neither	
arbitrary	nor	conventional	but	are	rather	capable	of	a	more	 immediate	cor-
respondence	with	 reality,	 then	 it	 can	be	 taken	by	epistemology	as	a	 strong	














circumstances.	 That	 what	 Putnam	 calls	 “causal	 constraint”	 witnesses	 also	
boundness	to	the	really	existing	world.






















no	relevance	(“We could be made of Swiss cheese and it wouldn’t matter”).
Another	Putnam’s	thought	experiment	that	has	caused	a	bounty	of	comments	
since	it	was	published	(with	still	actual	disputes)	 is	 that	of	 the	“brains	 in	a	
vat”,	published	in	the	collection	of	essays	Reason, Truth, and History (1981).	
Not	only	philosophers,	laymen	too,	time	and	again	ask:	Is	the	world	we	ex-
perience	real	or	not;	is	it	a	mental	fancy	or	a	representation	from	the	senses	





















ics	(The End of Value-Free Economics, 2011).	His	last	published	work	is	a	
collection	of	essays	Philosophy in an Age of Science	(2012).








Human–machine	 relation	and	virtual	 reality	–	 themes	 that	Putnam	so	 thor-
oughly	explored,	 inspired	producers	of	 the	“Matrix”,	a	science-fiction	film	
and	one	of	the	big	Hollywood	blockbusters	that	brings	the	story	of	creatures	
physically	identical	to	us	but	powered	by	computer	“mind”,	programmed	by	
the	artificial	intelligence	of	evil	intensions.	On	the	one	hand,	“Matrix”	was	
inspired	by	the	philosophical	 ideas	and,	on	the	other	hand,	 it	was	inspiring	
for	philosophers,	such	as	for	 instance	Hubert	Dreyfus,	 for	whom	it	was	an	
opportunity	to	combat	Cartesianism.
Though	Putnam	surely	did	not	intend	any	popularisation	of	philosophy	as	he	
developed	these	ideas,	we	have	reasons	to	believe	that	he	would	have	nothing	
against	consideration	that	philosophy	is	a	part	of	real	life	to	whose	complexity	
and	beauty	(taking	into	account	his	realism)	it	has	to	tune	to.
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